
OUT OF THE  oods

1242 Old Blue Creek Rd.
Cleveland, GA 30528

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR 
CAMPS, FACILITIES OR MINISTRY,
PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

Woodlands Camp
1242 Old Blue Creek Road
Cleveland, GA 30528
Phone: 706.865.0853
Fax: 706.865.2316
Email: info@woodlandscamp.org
Web: www.woodlandscamp.org

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
May 15-25—Training Camp
May 26-28—Pee-Wee Camp
May 30-June 3—Junior 1
June 6-10—Junior 2 & Day 1
June 13-17—Junior 3 & Day 2
June 20-24—Junior 4 & Day 3 
June 27-July 2—Junior High 1 & X-Treme JH 1
July 4-9—Junior High 2 & X-Treme JH 2
July 11-16—Teen 1 & X-Treme 1
July 18-23—Teen 2 & X-Treme 2
July 25-30—Teen 3 & X-Treme 3

PARENTS: NEXT 
STEPS ARE KEY
by Big Jon  
What is it about spending a week at camp that is 
so conducive to taking next steps spiritually? Why 
has camp been like a spiritual incubator in the 
lives of so many kids in recent generations?

There are lots of reasons. At camp, kids have to 
disconnect from the technology and noise that 
often dominates their world. At the very least, 
this makes their heart much more sensitive to the 
Spirit of God as there is much less competition 
for their attention. There is a spiritual intensity at 
camp that is unlike most other settings, especially 
given that camp lasts five straight days, not just 
a few hours. Campers sit under the teaching and 
preaching of God’s Word and are encouraged 
to read and memorize it daily. The staff serves as 
role models, influencing campers toward Jesus. 
Campers make good friends at camp, often the 
kind of friends that want to grow spiritually,  
as well.

Unfortunately, many kids experience a “camp 
high” while at camp because of these great 
elements, but then they crash and burn shortly 
after the end of camp because they fail to make 
these elements permanent in their lives.

On the last night of camp, we challenge each 
camper to begin/continue five disciplines in their 
lives as they begin the process of re-entering post-
camp reality…
• Start strong. The first two weeks after camp 
are crucial in developing new habits – start 
strong!
• Read God’s Word every day. The Bible 
is a key re-calibrator in our lives as the Enemy 
constantly tries to knock us off-course. Read God’s 
Word every single day and search for ONE 
THING that God wants to teach you.
• Engage in church. Find a good church that 

teaches God’s Word and preaches the Gospel, 
then attend regularly and serve faithfully. Don’t 
just be a body in a seat…ENGAGE!
• Surround yourself with wise, Godly 
friends. The Bible says that if you surround 
yourself with wise friends, you will become wise; 
but it also says that bad friends corrupt good 
character. So distance yourself from bad, foolish 
friends, and surround yourself with wise,  
Godly friends.
• Prayerfully seek out a mentor. In 
an ideal world, kids need five adults actively 
investing in their lives. Five adult fans (like their 
camp counselor) who will walk through life 
with them, counsel them and cheer them on 
until adulthood. But these relationships don’t 
just happen. Kids and parents alike need to 
be prayerfully, intentionally seeking out these 
people. 

At Woodlands, Scripture reading and 
memorization, chapel, good friends and great 
counselors are a big part of what we do for 
a reason. But camp is just the starting line. 
Parents, if you will be active in helping to inspire 
and equip your kids to make these elements as 
cornerstones in their lives away from camp, the 
spiritual momentum they gained while at camp 
will do nothing but grow.
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OUR MISSION:   
to inspire & equip this 
generation to do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly  
with God.

OUR VISION:    
to provide an  
UNFORGETTABLE camp 
experience where the 
presence of God drowns out 
the world and its influences.

REGISTRATION INFO    
Online registration for Wood-
lands’ 2014 Summer Camps 
will kick off on January 11. 
More details will follow this 
fall. In the meantime, you can 
find our 2014 summer sched-
ule under What’s Happening 
or at woodlandscamp.org.

RECRUITING INFO    
Prospective staff for Summer 
2014 can apply online start-
ing October 1 at woodland-
scamp.org/apply. A full list-
ing of our college recruiting 
schedule can be found on our 
Facebook page.

FINANCIAL NEEDS 
SNAPSHOT    
Chapel CAMPaign – $388,289
Scholarship Fund – $63,049

SUMMER 2013 BY 
THE NUMBERS     
• Summer staff – 60
• Scholarship campers – 230
• Total campers – 3,193  
   (up 5% from 2012!)
• Salvations – 270!!
Incredible summer! So 
blessed and grateful!!!

ONLINE TRADING POST     
Our 2013 line of Woodlands 
gear and apparel is available 
at woodlandscamp.org/shop. 
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FULL-SCALE RETREAT MODE
Just forty-eight hours after camp ends each summer, Woodlands 

transforms from a summer camp to a retreat center. During the 

summer, we program and provide everything. From counselors 

to support staff, from worship to speakers…we take care of it 

all. During the fall, winter and spring, however, we go from 

programming to facilitating. Churches and Christian schools utilize 

our facilities for everything from men, women and youth retreats 

to school and sports camps. They provide the program, speakers, 

counselors and band, and we provide the facility, foodservice and 

facilitation of our stores and attractions. 

During the summer season, we are directly involved in the ministry. 

During the retreat season, we set the stage for ministry to happen. 

Our goal is to take care of all the behind-the-scenes details with 

such excellence that the group leaders can focus exclusively on the 

program and ministry aspects of the event. 

Woodlands’ retreat center is open seven days a week and can 

service from 75 to 275 guests. Most church groups come from 

Friday afternoon through Sunday morning, while Christian schools 

come for two to four days during the week. Our calendar books up 

to one year in advance.

For booking information, please contact Scott Simpson, Woodlands’ 

Director of Operations at scott@woodlandscamp.org or 

706.865.0853. 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
In our technologically advanced culture, smart phone apps have become a near non-negotiable. There are apps to help keep us productive. There 
are apps to help keep us organized. There are apps to help keep us healthy. There are apps to help keep us informed. There are apps to help keep us 
entertained. There are apps to help keep us in touch. If you can dream up a perceived need, there is likely an app out there for it.

A few years ago, we dreamed up a perceived need. A need to equip our campers and their families with a plan to make Scripture reading and memo-
rization a part of their every day life during the 51 weeks when they’re not at Woodlands. 

This fall, that dream will become a reality! The free Woodlands app will be available for download on iPhones, iPads, Windows phones and DROIDs 
on September 13. It will include…

•  Daily Bible reading plan
•  Weekly Scripture memorization plan
•  Summer chapel podcasts
•  Access to all of our camp videos
•  Camp calendar

We will announce via email, Facebook, Twitter and our website when it’s live. Hope you’ll check it out!

Note: If you don’t have a smart phone, you can download and print a free copy of our Scripture reading and memorization plan from  
woodlandscamp.org/downloads

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
Over the past couple of years, we have talked a lot about the 
Bull’s-Eye. It’s a five-fold goal we have for each camper that 
attends Woodlands. Our definition for success. Our win. And we 
share it with each camper at the beginning of each week.

Following are two of the five points of the  
Bull’s-Eye and the level of impact they made during 
Summer 2013:
To inspire and equip our campers to love God’s Word. 
We believe that God’s Word is alive and powerful. We believe 
that God’s Word has the answers to any and every issue and 
question we will come across in life. We believe that God’s Word

continued>>>
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contains principles for how the God who created us, loves us and 
wants the best for us says we should live our lives. And we believe 
that if we can inspire and equip a generation of campers to fall in 
love with God’s Word, that that would be a game changer.
So campers are taught God’s Word and are encouraged to read 
and memorize God’s Word. Here are some fast facts from 2013:
•  10,025 – total number of chapters of Scripture campers  
     collectively read in their quiet time while at camp
•  122,473 – total number of Bible verses that campers memorized  
     and quoted while at camp
•   3,193 - total number of campers that were given a daily   
     Scripture reading and memorization plan to take home that will  
     continue to equip them with the tools necessary to fall in  
     love with God’s Word during the 51 weeks that they are not at  
     Woodlands. 

To inspire and equip our campers to give generously. We 
want our campers to learn the joys of living life with open hands, not 
clenched fists. To learn that God’s desire for them is to hold loosely 
to earthly things. To learn that they are managers of the resources 
God has entrusted to them, not owners. So each week, we teach on 
Biblical giving, and they are given an opportunity to give a portion 
of their spending money to the Lord. Campers are not manipulated 
or cajoled…we simply ask them to ask God if He would have them 
to give, listen in their hearts for His response, then do what He says. 
In years past, our campers have given to underwrite Bible translation 
efforts; they have sent thousands of Bibles to parts of the world that 
are hostile to God’s Word; they have funded a week of camp for 
children living on a remote island in the south Pacific; they have 
funded an orphanage in Kenya; they have paid for at-risk kids to 
attend Woodlands on scholarship, have an unforgettable week and 
hear about Jesus.

This summer’s offering centered around three causes…
Military Ministry is a ministry of Campus Crusade whose mission 
is to win, build, and send Christ-centered multiplying disciples 
who launch spiritual movements in the global military community. 
This summer’s offering enabled Military Ministry to send Rapid 
Deployment Kits (containing a Bible, the plan of salvation and some 
discipleship material) to 2,000 men and women serving around the 
world in our armed forces.
The Seed Company, originally launched by Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, is an organization whose vision is to translate God’s 
Word into every spoken language in this generation. This summer’s 
offering helped fund a key translation effort.
Woodlands’ Scholarship Fund, founded in 1999, enables 
underprivileged, at-risk kids to attend Woodlands at little or no cost 
to them, experience an unforgettable week of camp and hear about 
Jesus. This summer’s offering enabled 32 campers to attend on full 
or partial scholarship 

All in all, our campers and staff gave a total of $19,173.16 of 
their spending money to a cause bigger than their own this summer. 
Bull’s-Eye! 

YOU CAN HELP!
Our mission is “to inspire and equip this generation to do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly with God.” Period. Every project that 
  we undertake helps to fulfill that mission. Every   
  camp that we run helps to fulfill that mission. 
  Every newsletter that is printed helps to fulfill that 
  mission. Every dollar that is donated helps to 
  fulfill that mission. The goal of seeing lives 
transformed is at the core of everything that we do.

We cannot, however, fulfill that mission alone. Our needs are great, 
and you can help! We don’t want to be overbearing in our fundrais-
ing efforts. We do, however, believe in making Woodlands’ needs 
known to God’s people so that if He chooses, He can connect hearts 
that have the desire and capacity to give with the opportunities and 
needs that exist.

If you do feel led to help, following are three ways you can help 
advance God’s Kingdom through the ministry of Woodlands…

1. Pray! – “The prayers of righteous people are powerful and 
effective”!

2. Give a one time gift (either by mailing a check or online at 
woodlandscamp.org) to one of two key funds. Whether you prefer 
funding buildings and growth or paying for a needy child to attend 
camp, there are big opportunities to invest in Woodlands:
•  Chapel CAMPaign snapshot:
> Lord willing, we plan to begin construction on a new 450 chapel     
auditorium in 2014 to be ready for Summer 2015. This is the building 
where the Gospel will be presented and God’s Word will be preached 
to 7,500+ campers and retreat guests each year. The eternal signifi-
cance of this facility cannot be overstated!
> Remaining need: $388,289
•  Scholarship Fund snapshot:
> Lord willing, we will bring 258 at-risk, underprivileged kids to 
camp on scholarship this summer. These campers can’t afford to 
come without the generous help of friends like you. 
> Remaining need: $63,049 
3. Give Monthly
•  Monthly Partner Program snapshot:
> Monthly Partners are friends who commit to support Woodlands 
monthly for 18 months at either the $25, $50 or $100 level
> All Monthly Partner donations will go toward our Chapel  
CAMPaign
> Donations can be set up online at woodlandscamp.org and  
occur automatically each month for 18 months
> Donations are debited monthly from a credit card or bank  
account
> All donations within a calendar year will be itemized on a tax- 
deductible receipt that will be mailed at year-end

Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is great 
enough to fulfill both. Thanks for being a part of what God is doing 
at Woodlands Camp! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
IN 2014?
January 11 Online Registration Opens!
April 14 Golf Tournament
May 18-28 Training Camp
May 29-31 Pee Wee Camp
June 2-6  Junior 1 / Xtreme Jr 1
June 9-13 Junior 2 / Xtreme Jr 2
June 16-20 Junior 3 / Xtreme Jr 3
June 23-28 JH 1 / Xtreme JH 1
June 30–July 5 JH 2 / Xtreme JH 2
July 7-12 JH 3 / Xtreme JH 3
July 14-19 Teen 1 / Xtreme Teen 1
July 21-26 Teen 2 / Xtreme Teen 2
July 28-Aug 2 Teen 3 / Xtreme Teen 3
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THE WOODLANDS BULL’S-EYE
This is our hope and prayer for every camper 
that attends Woodlands…
1. To follow Jesus
2. To love God’s Word
3. To live responsibly
4. To give generously
5. To have the most  
unforgettable week  
of their life!


