
I love December. I am a big Christmas guy, and there is certainly much to love about Christmas. But December is also special 
because it’s a time to both reflect on the past and look to the future.

As I reflect on all that God has done at Woodlands in 2014, my heart swells with gratitude. We saw another year of record 
attendance with 3,296 campers including 265 at-risk kids that were able to attend camp on scholarship. 248 campers trusted Jesus 
as Savior and countless others made significant steps of growth in their relationship with Him! 5,738 guests attended retreats at 
Woodlands, which can be an incredibly impactful respite in the midst of life’s noise and craziness. 3,000 people downloaded our 
app, many of which are using it daily to read and memorize God’s Word. Construction was completed on a second ball field, as 
well as a beautiful fire ring that will be the perfect environment for quiet time, community and impactful conversations between 
camper and counselor. Yes, God was indeed good to us in 2014.

Looking forward into 2015, there is much to be excited about! Registration for camp opens for church groups in January, individuals 
in February and scholarship campers in March.  The chapel is scheduled to be completed in May. This building will be a game 
changer for us! Not only will it impact check-in, orientation, TroubleShooters, chapel, invitations, Skitsophrenia and late night 
worship, but it will also enable us to open the door for bigger retreat groups to use Woodlands. We are excited and grateful in 
advance for all that God is going to do.

As we approach year-end, would you consider joining our cause? Even small gifts go a long way. It has been remarkable to see how 
the bulk of our growth over the past 18 years has not been built on the backs of major donors. God has certainly blessed from time 
to time with significant gifts, but the majority has come from ordinary people who offered what little they had—$50, $500 or 
$1,000 at a time—and like the loaves and fishes watched God do something extraordinary with it.

We have two significant financial needs and would appreciate so much your prayerful consideration…
Chapel CAMPaign (need $223,259) 
• Lord willing, this building will be finished in time for Summer 2015, and it is going to be unbelievable! This is the building where 
the Gospel will be presented and God’s Word will be preached to 10,000 campers and retreat guests each year. The eternal 
significance of this facility cannot be overstated!

Scholarship Fund (need $59,636)
• This fund financially enables at-risk kids to attend camp, experience an unforgettable week and hear about Jesus. We hope to 
bring 268 underprivileged kids to Woodlands on scholarship next summer. In the past 17 years, 2,688 campers have attended 
Woodlands on scholarship, and of those, 408 have trusted Jesus as Savior!

If you’re reading this and have no financial capacity to give, I would be so very grateful if you would be willing to pray for us. We 
desperately need God’s involvement, wisdom, protection, favor and provision as we build our summer team, plan and run camps, 
build the chapel and oversee the organization. After all, the prayers of God’s people are powerful and effective!

If, however, you are reading this and feel led to leverage your finances to play a part in what God is doing here at Woodlands, 
would you be willing to simply ask the Lord what that looks like, then do as He leads?

In a culture where the noise of technology, the drama of broken relationships and the effects of sin are 
prevalent, I am convinced more than ever of the importance of what God has called us to do.

Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is great enough to fulfill both. Thank you for being a part of what God is 
doing at Woodlands Camp! Together we will make a significant impact for the Kingdom!

Merry Christmas, my friend! I hope you and your family have the most blessed, unforgettable holiday season ever!

For the KING,

Big Jon
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