
We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. (1 Thessalonians 1:2) Here’s why…

One of the greatest joys in ministry is getting to hear the rest of the story. Oftentimes, I run into campers or parents out in the 
community, at my church and on the recruiting trail, and I hear stories of life-change that start with statements like, “I got saved 
at Woodlands!”, or “God changed my child’s life at Woodlands!”, or “I fell in love with God’s Word at Woodlands!”. 

Those stories, however, do not happen in a vacuum. As the old saying goes, “Anytime you see a turtle on top of a fence post, you 
know he had some help.” We have so many friends that pray for Woodlands, send their kids to Woodlands, tell their friends about 
Woodlands and give generously to Woodlands. Friends like you! And we couldn’t do what we do without you! Each one of you is 
a part of each one of those life-changing stories. So, whether you pray, send, tell or give…thank you!

Looking back, God was incredibly kind to us in 2017. We saw our 20th consecutive summer of record attendance. To be exact, 
3,846 campers, including 273 at-risk scholarship kids, were able to attend camp. Numerous campers and sta�ers fell in love with 
God’s Word. In fact, over 2,000 people downloaded our app this year, many of which are using it daily to read and memorize 
Scripture. Sta� and campers were inspired and equipped to live responsibly and to give generously. $24,345 was given in our 
summer o�ering that will fund Scripture translation e�orts, run Christian camps in Ukraine and enable at-risk kids from north 
Georgia to attend Woodlands in 2018, experience an unforgettable week and hear about Jesus! The best news, however, is that 418 
elementary, middle and high school students made the decision for themselves to put their trust in Jesus this summer, and 
countless others made significant steps of growth in their relationship with Him! Yes, God was indeed good to us in 2017.

Looking forward into 2018, there is much to be excited about! Registration for camp opens for church groups in January, 
individuals in February and scholarship campers in March.  We hope to break ground on a 30-room inn in the spring and a new 
cafeteria in the fall. Meanwhile, plans continue to move forward on the new camp, which when completed, will open the door for 
4,000 more kids to attend Woodlands each summer! We are excited and grateful in advance for all that God is going to do.

As we approach year-end, would you consider joining our cause? Even small gifts go a long way. It has been remarkable to see 
how the bulk of our growth over the past 21 years has not been built on the backs of major donors. God has certainly blessed us 
from time to time with significant gifts, but the majority have come from ordinary people who o�ered what they had—$100, $500 
or $1,000 at a time—and like the loaves and fish, watched God do something extraordinary with it.

We have two significant areas of need and would appreciate your prayerful consideration…

Building Fund
• Our two current building projects are the Inn and Cafeteria. Combined, the two buildings will cost $6-8 million. The inn will house 

our summer sponsors and speakers, as well as provide another tier of lodging for retreats. The cafeteria will include a dining hall, 
kitchen, clinic and o�ces sized to service two camps. Feeding an entire camp in one shift will actually put an hour back into 
each day which we can use to further inspire and equip our campers and sta� to follow Jesus and love God’s Word!

Scholarship Fund (need $49,790)
• This fund financially enables at-risk kids to attend camp, experience an unforgettable week and hear about Jesus. Lord willing, 

268 underprivileged kids will come to camp on scholarship next summer. In the past 20 years, 3,605 campers have attended 
Woodlands on scholarship, and of those, 529 have trusted Jesus as Savior!

If you are reading this and have no financial capacity to give, I would be so very grateful if you would be willing to pray for us. We 
desperately need God’s involvement, wisdom, protection, favor and provision as we build our summer team, plan and run camps, 
build buildings and oversee the organization. After all, the prayers of God’s people are powerful and e�ective!

If, however, you are reading this and feel led to leverage your finances to play a part in what God is doing here at Woodlands, 
would you be willing to simply ask the Lord what that looks like, then do as He leads?

In a world where the noise and influence of culture and the e�ects of sin are prevalent, I am convinced more than ever 
of the importance of what God has called us to do.

Merry Christmas, my friend! I hope you and your family have the most blessed, unforgettable holiday season ever!
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