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REGISTRATION INFO 
Registration for Woodlands' 2009 Summer Camps is well under way. Most 
weeks are currently full with waiting lists. If you have not yet registered 
and your desired week is showing full, please get on the waiting list ASAP 
as spots open up quite often due to cancellations or a change of plans. 
 
FINANCIAL NEEDS SNAPSHOT 
Lake/Roads Project - $63,940 
Scholarship Fund – $22,250 
Cabin Fund - $802,240 
 
HELP WANTED PROVIDED! 
Many of you were praying for a replacement for our long-time Office 
Manager, Katy, who is expecting her first baby. Well, praise the Lord, God 
provided, and on March 2, Julie Holmes from central Florida took the 
controls and is doing a great job. Welcome aboard, Julie! 
 
MANY THANKS… 
Our deepest appreciation goes out to Barry Schmidt, a utilities contractor 
from Atlanta. Barry and his company generously provided manpower, 
equipment and expertise for the better part of two months to help finish 
the lake project. Thank you, as well to River Sand, Inc., which graciously 
donated all of the sand for the new beach and swim area. May God richly 
bless both companies! 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED  
Would you be willing to help send an underprivileged child to camp? If so, 
you can send a tax-deductible gift in the enclosed envelope. It’s an 
investment that will pay dividends for eternity! 
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VISION 
by Big Jon 
Have you ever tried to put together a 1,000-piece puzzle without first 
looking at the box top? Pretty difficult, huh? After some time, you may be 
able to piece together the edges, but in the end, you would likely be left 
staring blankly at a pile of oddly shaped and multi-colored pieces without 
a clue of what to do next. Likewise, many people try to piece together 
their lives, businesses or ministries without a clue of what the “box top” 
looks like. In other words, they have no vision for where God wants them 
to go, what He wants them to do and who He wants them to be. 
 



In his book Visioneering, Andy Stanley defines vision as “a clear mental 
picture of what could be, fueled by the conviction that it should be.” Like 
the top of a puzzle box, a God-inspired vision gives us an image of what 
could and should be and is essential in putting together the pieces of life 
and ministry. 
 
Woodlands has had a clearly stated mission since day one. We know 
definitively why we exist. We know that evangelism, discipleship and 
leadership training are at the core of why we do what we do. And there 
has been no shortage of vision in my heart for what Woodlands could and 
should be. Just ask my wife. Of late, however, God has been leading me 
to boil all of that vision down into one clear, concise statement so that our 
staff, campers and churches know without a doubt what I believe God 
wants Woodlands to strive toward. After much prayer and careful 
consideration of every word, here it is: 
 
My vision for Woodlands is to provide an unforgettable camp or retreat 
experience where the presence of God drowns out the world and its 
influences. 
 
So as a camper, student pastor, parent or retreat guest, what does that 
mean to you? Well, I’m glad you asked! 
 
Let’s start with the word unforgettable. I want you or your child or your 
church to be blown away by your experience at Woodlands! I want our 
food to be the best camp food ever! I want our facilities to possess that 
WOW factor! I want our snack shop drinks to be out of the norm (as 
much as I love Coke products, they’re somewhat forgettable—Vernors, 
Cheerwine, Yoo-Hoo and Orange Crush, however, are unforgettable!). I 
want kids to be grabbing their Woodlands shirts out of the laundry basket 
before mom even has a chance to fold them because they want to wear 
them again! I want your time at Woodlands to be the most incredible, 
fun, memorable, unforgettable experience of your life! But I don’t want it 
to stop there, because if it does, we’re no different than Disney World.  
 
Let me lay the foundation for the second half of our vision statement with 
some data. I recently read a study commissioned by Junior Achievement 
where they were trying to determine what institutions of influence were 
shaping the sense of morality in teenagers over three generations (1960, 
1980 and today). In 1960, the most significant spheres of influence were: 
1. family 2. school 3. friends/peers 4. church. Basically, Mayberry. And in 
that generation, for the most part, all four of those institutions were 
shouting the same basic message about right and wrong. By 1980, the 
landscape had shifted to: 1. friends/peers 2. family 3. media 4. school. 
Today, however, paints a very different picture. The institutions shaping 
our kids’ sense of morality are now 1. MEDIA 2. friends/peers 3. family 4. 



school. Church has fallen off the radar altogether, family is progressively 
moving down the list, and the overall messages being shouted could not 
be more conflicting. 
 
The meteoric rise of media to the top of the list is cause for great concern 
(and it’s #1 by a landslide). The average teenager today faces 6 ½ hours 
of daily exposure to media. That includes tv, movies, music/iPods, game 
systems, cell phones/texting and internet/Facebook/MySpace. 6 ½ 
HOURS! If you subject yourself to 6 ½ hours per day of anything over 
time, it will impact your thinking. Whereas none of those devices are 
inherently wrong, the Enemy is using things like tv, music and the web 
more today than ever before to subtly infiltrate the hearts and minds of 
our kids. Issues like sex outside of marriage and homosexuality are no 
longer presented as a matter of right and wrong but as a matter of 
choice. And the list goes on. 
 
So that brings us back to the second half of our vision statement – 
…where the presence of God drowns out the world and its influences. 
Never has there been a generation of kids with more noise to filter 
through. And it’s not just white noise – it’s noise with confusing and 
sometimes toxic messages. It’s my vision to provide an environment 
where, if only for a week, the noise goes away. An environment where 
kids can, for the first time in a long time or maybe for the first time ever, 
hear the still, small voice of God. An environment where their awareness 
of God’s presence becomes so significant, that, as the old song says, the 
things of earth will grow strangely dim. I believe that as their focus shifts 
away from a dependence on media and onto Truth, change will happen! 
And ultimately, that’s what Woodlands is all about – change. From the 
inside out! 
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
[Sullivan] 
Hi, I’m Peter Sullivan, Chief Operations Officer of Woodlands Camp & 
Conference Center, which means I work to raise awareness of our 
ministry and oversee the inner workings of the camp. 
 
My wonderful wife, Debbie, and I moved here just last June with our five 
kids. Once Big Jon decided to allow me to experience camp ministry and 
saw that Woodlands could possibly benefit from some of my business 
experience, things began to move along rather quickly, and before we 
knew it, we were in the throws of Summer Camp ‘08! 
 
Five years ago the foundation of my entire world was shaken. Things 
were so out of control for me that I found myself in a place that I have 



found God wants us to be all of the time – fully dependent on Him. This 
place led me on a mission trip to Jackson, Mississippi, where I ministered 
alongside my own teenagers to inner-city children at Camp New Life. That 
experience opened my heart wide open to the benefits of camp ministry. 
As I began to move toward the idea for myself, I watched as God opened 
and closed various doors until I found myself across the table from Big 
Jon, sharing this journey I had been on.  
 
Here we are a year later, thankful, pleased and proud to be a part of this 
“family” that loves God and work together each day to facilitate sharing 
the Gospel and impacting lives for Him.  
 
 
[Salle] 
Hello, my name is Aaron Salle, and it is my privilege to introduce my 
family to you. Last summer, my wife, daughter and I moved to Cleveland, 
GA to work at Woodlands. Adrienne and I are originally from Greenville, 
SC, where I grew up and where we both went to college. We met while in 
school at Bob Jones University. We graduated with business degrees and 
intended to stay in Greenville. I worked as a Mortgage Lender and 
Adrienne worked at a law office with my brothers. After getting married in 
October 2004, we got involved in a local inner-city ministry at our church. 
We realized through this ministry what a blessing it was to be actively 
involved in the lives of others. In the inner-city ministry, we were able to 
lead young people to Christ and help and teach them as they grew to be 
more like Him. God began to change our hearts gradually during the first 
few years of our marriage in regards to what our future would look like.  
 
In the summer of 2006, we began looking into the possibility of going on 
a mission trip. By opening and closing doors in a way that only God can, 
He led us to northeastern China. We began eagerly preparing to leave, 
and in May of 2007 after a number of delays, we arrived in China for an 
18-month stay. We enjoyed our time in China and saw the Lord 
accomplish amazing things, not just in the lives of those to which we 
ministered, but in our lives as well. We struggled about whether He 
wanted us to stay in China for another two years or go back to America. 
This decision was compounded by the fact that my wife was pregnant 
with our first child. Almost a year to the day after we arrived in Beijing, 
Evangeline Faith was born.  
 
The day before we needed to give our employer in China an answer about 
the coming year, our good friend David Edwards emailed and told us 
about a position that was open at Woodlands. David, who is the 
Woodlands’ X-Treme camp director, was our main connection with the 
camp. Adrienne and I prayed about it and decided to apply for the 
position, thinking that getting it was a long shot as neither one of us had 



ever worked at a camp. However, we had peace about staying in China 
unless the Lord made it clear for us to leave. We interviewed with Jon and 
then waited. While we were in Beijing waiting for Evangeline to be born, 
we got a call from Jon offering me the Director of Operations position. We 
were shocked to be quite honest but knew that our Father was leading us 
once again in His perfect will. I accepted the job with peace knowing we 
were following his leadership. Evangeline was born the next day, and a 
month later we moved back to the States. 
 
In the seven months that we have been at Woodlands, God has given us 
many opportunities to serve Him by ministering to those we work with 
and to those who visit the camp. We are thankful that He is faithful and 
unchanging in how he leads us. He has always made it perfectly clear 
when He is ready for us to make a change. We are honored and privileged 
to serve alongside the people at Woodlands, and we thank God that He 
has allowed us to serve Him. 
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PROJECT UPDATE 
As was reported in the year-end edition of Out of the Woods, our team 
has been hard at work this off-season transforming two very integral 
pieces of our infrastructure – our lake and roads. Time had taken its toll 
on many elements of Clearlake, especially the beloved “Red Sea 
Passage”, the 50 year-old bridge spanning from the Lodge to the Chapel. 
 
In early November, we drained nine feet of water out of our beautiful lake 
and began construction. Work is now nearing completion. The new bridge, 
dive dock and seating area lack only hand rails. The bulkhead is done. 
The sand is in place. The water basketball court will be installed within a 
week. The diving boards, water slides and rope swing will be installed 
within a month. Paving of the roads and parking areas will begin soon 
after that. The biggest remaining need is rain. Lots of rain. Would you 
pray with us for rain? The water level in the lake is currently down six 
feet, and we are asking God to fill it up by summer. That’s more than 17 
million gallons of water! But we KNOW that God is big enough, and we 
KNOW that the prayers of righteous people are powerful and effective. So 
please pray! 
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YOU CAN HELP 
Our mission statement says, “Woodlands exists to share the amazing 
truth of God’s love to those without Him, and to train believers, both 
young and old to ‘do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
[their] God.’” Period. Every project that we undertake helps to fulfill that 
mission. Every camp that we run helps to fulfill that mission. Every 



brochure and newsletter that is printed helps to fulfill that mission. Every 
dollar that is donated helps to fulfill that mission. The goals of 
evangelism, discipleship, leadership training and changing lives are at the 
core of everything that we do. 

We cannot, however, fulfill that mission alone. Our needs are great, and 
you can help! Finishing the lake and road project is critical. Beyond that, 
we need to expand to accommodate the growing number of campers God 
is bringing our way. Our board is actively seeking direction from the Lord 
about potentially breaking ground on new cabins this fall. The total price 
tag is over three-quarters of a million dollars. 
 
Frankly, this number is too big for us to comprehend—it is three times 
more money than we have ever attempted to raise for a project. And in a 
time of economic instability where people are losing their jobs and homes, 
asking for money is tough. But by the simple fact that you’re still reading 
nearly three-quarters of the way through this newsletter, I’m going to 
deduce that you think what God has called us to do is pretty important. 
So, bottom line—can I ask for your consideration? I understand that we 
and every other organization out there are feeling the financial pinch just 
like you are. And I understand that everybody’s cause is important if not 
crucial. I would just like to ask you to ask God whether or not you are to 
join our cause. If so, He’s going to make that very clear to you, and if 
not, He’ll make that clear too. In the end, if God is in these projects, He’s 
going to move in the hearts of the right people to make it happen. 
 
Either way, let me make one thing clear—we truly appreciate you. 
Whether you’re a camper, parent, pastor or friend, we are privileged to 
be able to build God’s Kingdom in you, through you, or with you! 
 
Here’s how you can help… 
 
Pray – Pray that we will remain faithful and fruitful in striving to 
accomplish the mission to which God has called us. Pray that God’s 
Kingdom will be built through our efforts. Pray for rain to fill up our lake. 
Pray for God’s hand of protection (physically & spiritually) upon our staff, 
campers and facilities. Pray that God will fill the remaining summer staff 
positions we need. Pray for wisdom for our board and staff in making 
daily decisions about ministry direction, growth, finances, etc. Pray for 
the continued growth of our summer camps and retreat ministry. Pray for 
the spiritual growth of our staff. Pray that God will meet our ever-growing 
financial needs. Pray that God will supply the funds needed to continue 
improving and growing our facilities. Pray that our Scholarship & Building 
Funds will fill to overflowing. 
 



Give – Whether you prefer funding buildings and growth or paying for an 
underprivileged child to attend camp, there are many opportunities to 
invest in God’s Kingdom at Woodlands. For specific needs, see the 
Financial Needs Snapshot on the front cover. 
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ROCKING CHAIR CLASSIC 
Please make plans to join us on April 17 for Woodlands’ second annual 
Rocking Chair Classic Golf Tournament. We will be playing at The 
Traditions of Braselton Golf Club in Jefferson, GA. Lord willing, we hope to 
raise $40,000 for Woodlands’ Scholarship & Building Funds. Player spots 
and sponsorships are available. For more information, contact Peter 
Sullivan at 706.865.0853 or psullivan@woodlandscamp.org. 
 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
April 17 – Golf Tournament 
May 15-23 – Training Camp 
May 25-29 – Day Camp 
June 1-5 – Junior 1 
June 8-12 – Junior 2 
June 15-17 – X-Treme X-Peditions 1 
June 15-19 – Junior 3 
June 22-24 – X-Treme X-Peditions 2 
June 22-26 – Junior 4 
June 29-July 4 – Junior High 1/X-Treme JH 1 
July 6-11 – Junior High 2/X-Treme JH 2 
July 13-18 – Teen 1/X-Treme 1 
July 20-25 – Teen 2/X-Treme 2 
July 27-August 1 – Teen 3/X-Treme 3 
 


