
Dear Friends, 
 
For nearly thirteen years, Woodlands Camp has been on mission to inspire and equip today’s 
generation to become passionate followers of Jesus. Through God’s blessing of those efforts, we 
have seen tremendous fruit. Since 1997, over a thousand kids have trusted Christ as Savior at our 
summer camps, and countless campers and staffers alike have seen their lives radically changed 
because of decisions they have made here at camp.  God’s Spirit has indeed been on this place in a 
special way. 
 
Eight years ago, we launched the first phase of a campaign aimed toward the construction of four 
large cabins. Timber Ridge, our first boys’ cabin, was completed in 2003, and Lakewood, our first 
girls’ cabin, was completed in 2005. In the four years since then, Timber Ridge and Lakewood have 
impacted our ministry greatly. Since their completion, over 30,000 individuals have stayed in their 
beds.  Numerous campers have trusted Christ and made other great decisions for Him in the 
rocking chairs on their porches.  The “Wow” factor has served as a tremendous drawing card for 
campers and retreat guests alike.  Summer registration and retreat bookings are at an all-time 
high.  Even this year, in the midst of a terrible economy, our weeks averaged 8% OVER capacity. 
Hands down, these first two cabins have been some of the most effective ministry tools God has 
blessed us with to date. 
 
So now, we’re back to the same place we were in 2001 – we’re out of space, and the growth 
pattern only seems to be picking up steam. We have already been contacted by nine new churches 
wanting to bring their kids to Woodlands next summer, and we have no idea where to put them. 
 
All of that leads us to this very exciting point in Woodlands’ history. Lord willing, we will be 
breaking ground on not one, but two new cabins in the next six months. This step is unprecedented 
for us on a couple of levels. First, we will be building the two cabins simultaneously, meaning that 
our crew of four guys will be constructing 14,000 square feet of bedrooms and bathrooms in 14 
months. Second, this will be the largest fundraising campaign we have ever undertaken. The 
construction part doesn’t concern me as much as God has given me an incredibly talented team of 
guys. The funding, however, is a different matter altogether because it is totally out of our 
control—but not God’s. This is a huge step of faith, but as I was reminded recently in a podcast I 
was listening to, I must be careful not to focus on the unexplainable to the point that I miss the 
undeniable. The unexplainable is where three-quarters of a million dollars is going to come from in 
an economy like this. The undeniable is that God has funded every project He has ever led us into. 
The undeniable is that God answered our prayers and sent the rainiest Georgia spring in over 100 
years to fill our lake up…IN THE MIDDLE OF A SEVERE DROUGHT! And it is undeniable that if God 
is in this project (as we believe He is), He can send a flood of funds our way, even in the middle of 
a severe economic drought! 
 
It is our prayer that you will join us on this ongoing adventure of faith. These cabins will enable a 
thousand more kids each summer to attend Woodlands and hear the good news that Jesus loves 
them and longs for them to know Him. Your partnership in this ministry through prayer support 
and financial gifts will make these cabins a reality.  Please prayerfully consider your gift to this 
project.  Every gift, both small and great, will become a part of this work of God.  Every gift will 
help greatly in accomplishing our purpose of sharing the amazing truth of God’s love to those 
without Him.  And every gift will aid in training believers, both young and old “to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with [their] God.” 
 

 
For the King, 
 
[JON signature] 
 
Big Jon 

 



 
 
 

Facts & Figures 
 
Timber Ridge & Lakewood Stats 
♦ Construction timeframe:  238 days per cabin 
♦ Completion date:  May 2003 (Timber Ridge) & May 2005 (Lakewood) 
♦ Guests to date:  30,000+ 
 
New Cabin Project 
♦ Construction timeframe:  14 months 
♦ Estimated cost:  $750,000 (Current Need!) 
♦ Projected start date:  March 1, 2010 
♦ Growth allowed by two new cabins: 

♦ Camper Capacity – from 192 to 288 
♦ Overall Capacity – from 229 to 397 

 
New Cabin Building Specifications: 
♦ Dimensions:  48’ x 64’ 
♦ Three stories 

♦ 1st Floor – staff rooms 
♦ 8 dorm-style rooms for our non-counseling staff 
♦ A two bedroom apartment for interns 

♦ 2nd Floor – camper rooms 
♦ Four individual rooms: 

♦ 12 twin size bunks per room 
♦ 1 queen size bed per room 
♦ 4 bathrooms with 4 sinks, 4 showers, and 3 toilets each 

♦ 3rd Floor - a 13’ x 64’ apartment with a staff laundry room 
 
Tax Deductibility of Gifts: 
♦ Woodlands is a non-profit organization, and is considered tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) 

of the IRS code.  All gifts are tax-deductible.  The benefit to you consists solely of what the IRS 
considers “intangible, religious benefits”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Challenge… 
Our challenge is to raise $750,000 to build two new cabins.  This is no small step of faith.  We have 
never attempted to raise such a large amount of money in such a short period of time.  “Without 
faith”, however, “it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6)  Our God is in the miracle 
business.  We have seen God’s power and provision demonstrated over and over during the past 
thirteen years.  In fact, He commands us to step out and put Him to the test, “and see if [He] will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that [we] will not have 
room enough for it.” (Malachi 3:10) 
 


