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REGISTRATION INFO 
Registration for Woodlands' 2011 Summer Camps kicks off January 1. Please 
plan to register early as most weeks had waiting lists by the end of January last 
year. 
 
FINANCIAL NEEDS SNAPSHOT 
Cabin Fund - $293,103 
2011 Scholarship Fund – $53,750 
 
SUMMER STAFF 
Recruiting is underway for Summer 2011 Staff. If you feel God is leading you to 
give next summer for a cause much bigger than your own, we would love to 
talk with you. More information is available at woodlandscamp.org. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED  
Would you be willing to help send an underprivileged child to camp? If so, you 
can send a tax-deductible gift in the enclosed envelope. It’s a $225 investment 
that will pay dividends for eternity! 
 
ONLINE TRADING POST 
Our 2010 line of Woodlands gear and apparel is available online at 
woodlandscamp.org. Check it out! 
 
TAX TIP 
Are you considering making a substantial cash gift this year? Consider donating 
appreciated stock instead of cash. You can deduct the current value of the stock 
rather than what you paid for it. AND you don’t have to pay capital gains tax on 
the profit that built up while you owned it. Consult with your financial advisor 
for more details… 
 
 
HERE WE GROW AGAIN 
by Big Jon 
Summer 2010 was incredible! It was the most spiritually fruitful summer in 
Woodlands’ history. God showed up every week and did incredible things in the 
lives of both campers and staff! All told, we saw over 200 kids put their trust in 
Jesus as their Savior!  
 
Summer 2010 was significant on another front, as well. It was the biggest 
summer in Woodlands’ history. We saw significant growth when we didn’t really 
have room to grow. We bought mattresses and crammed in as many kids as we 



could. We averaged 15% over capacity each week, and that was after turning 
away another 250 kids simply because we couldn’t squeeze them in.  
 
Two years ago, we started looking down the road at our need to grow. A year 
ago, we started moving down that road. For the past year, we have been raising 
funds, revising floor plans and scouting building sites. At this point, the building 
sites have been selected and are being prepped, funds are coming in and the 
plans have been finalized and are awaiting approval by the city and state. 
 
When finished, these cabins will be some of the most versatile tools God has 
entrusted to us in our 14 years. The desperately needed camper beds will 
enable nearly 1,000 more kids to experience an unforgettable week of camp 
and hear about Jesus! The second floor will more than double our current beds 
for summer staff, as well as provide housing for our entire intern team. Each 
cabin will also have a full basement with a huge laundry room and a meeting 
space for 125 people. 
 
This is a God-sized project! It’s three times more square footage than we have 
ever built in a single project, it’s three times more money than we have needed 
for any project and it all needs to be ready by May 2011. Would you be willing 
to come alongside and pray with and for us? Pray that the plans will be 
approved quickly so we can start framing. Pray that God will provide every 
dollar needed. Pray that the weather will cooperate this fall and winter. Pray 
that God leads us to just the right vendors, suppliers and sub-contractors. 
Simply put, please pray. 
 
We have purposed to invite God into every step of this process. Several months 
ago, I was reading in Genesis, and it struck me how involved God was in the 
building of the ark. God gave Noah the exact dimensions, the exact materials to 
use and the exact timetable. We’re asking God to do the same thing with these 
new cabins – to take us by the hand and lead through every detail of the 
project. I can’t wait to see how He’s going to work and how these cabins will 
impact the Kingdom for generations to come! 
 
 
DOME SWEET DOME 
Thirteen years ago, Big Jon and Bret Baker (Woodlands’ Director of Facilities) 
were sitting around dreaming one day. And since Big Jon and Bret are both 
from Indiana, the subject matter of the dreams centered around basketball. Big 
Jon said jokingly, “Wouldn’t it be sweet if Woodlands had a dome someday?” 
Well, guess what? Woodlands has a dome! 
 
Bret and his crew began construction on a 13,500 athletic facility in February 
2010 now known as the Woodlands Dome. The Dome took five months to build 
and has two full basketball courts, as well as bleacher seating for nearly 200. 
Big Jon said the goal was to build a year-round recreational facility that was by 



its nature unforgettable. “We looked at several building types - metal, block and 
brick. The tension-fabric structure we decided on definitely gives the building a 
WOW factor that the other structures lacked. It is indeed unforgettable!” 
 
The fabric skin is translucent, giving the effect of playing in a dome. At night, 
with the interior lights on, the Dome glows and can be seen from all over camp. 
The playing surface was manufactured by Snap Sports and was designed 
specifically for basketball. It is truly the next best thing to playing on a 
suspended wood floor. 
 
The Dome gives Woodlands a large, indoor facility that was desperately needed 
for many years. Now, rain or shine, day or night, winter or summer, there is a 
place for campers and guests to hang out. And even though it’s not climate 
controlled, the interior temperature stays very comfortable. Large exhaust fans 
and protection from the sun keeps summer temps 15 to 20 degrees cooler than 
outside, and its air-tightness and protection from the wind keeps the 
temperature 15 to 20 degrees warmer during the winter. 
 
Eventually, the Dome will have a staff weight room, storage for program 
equipment and a 450 square foot stage, enabling the Dome to be used for large 
assembly meetings. 
 
 
FRESH FACES IN THE KITCHEN 
If you were here this summer, you may have noticed something new cooking in 
our kitchen…or rather someone. It was easy to see just by looking around the 
dining hall that there have been more than a few changes. The menu was 
upgraded, our ingredients were spiced up a bit, a stocked salad bar appeared at 
every meal and sponsors and staff alike began lining up to find out the Flavor of 
the Day at the soft serve machine. All of these changes grew from one new 
addition. This past June, God blessed Woodlands abundantly by providing us 
with a Head Chef. 
 
Christopher Barry is a medically retired Specialist from the United States Army. 
During his military career, he earned an Associates degree in Foodservice at the 
Quartermaster School at Fort Lee, VA. It was in the Army, while he honed his 
skills in the kitchen that Chris also learned about Christ for the first time. On 
Easter of 2001 Chris accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. By November 
of that year, (due to the events of September 11th) Chris was stationed in 
Afghanistan as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
 
After medically retiring from the military, Chris earned another Associate 
degree, this time in Culinary Arts. God then provided a cook’s position, to use 
his talents and training, at Lakeside Christian Camp in Massachusetts. It was 
there that he met Christie, who had also been called by God to serve at 



Lakeside. Christie, who has a background in Education, shares Chris’ passion for 
the kitchen and is an award-winning baker. Chris and Christie married in 2005. 
 
In 2006, God directed them to move to North Carolina in order for Chris to 
pursue a BA in Biblical Studies from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
After graduation, the Barry’s felt a pull to return to camping ministry. They 
interviewed at Woodlands in the spring and met our entire staff family. 
 
Chris started after the official kick-off of the summer, which is no easy feat and 
could most aptly be compared with trying to board a speeding train. In ministry 
we learn that God gives each of us the strength to do what He has called us to 
accomplish, and the Barry’s survived their first summer while gaining some 
great ideas for 2011. 
 
Chef Chris would not only like to raise the standard of camp food (which he has 
already accomplished in several ways), but he also has a strong heart-felt 
desire to disciple the kitchen staff members under his leadership. 
 
Both Chris and Christie are very excited to be here. They love camp and being 
able to be used in this kind of ministry. When asked about her favorite thing at 
Woodlands, Christie replied that it is our staff. This camp has the “most family-
like staff I’ve ever seen”. 
 
We are very glad to welcome Chris and Christie into our family! 
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YOU CAN HELP! 
Our mission statement says, “Woodlands exists to inspire and equip others to 
do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with their God.” Period. Every 
project that we undertake helps to fulfill that mission. Every camp that we run 
helps to fulfill that mission. Every brochure and newsletter that is printed helps 
to fulfill that mission. Every dollar that is donated helps to fulfill that mission. 
The goals of evangelism, discipleship, leadership training and changing lives are 
at the core of everything that we do. 

We cannot, however, fulfill that mission alone. Our needs are great, and you 
can help! Now, fundraising is not a part of ministry that I cherish. I do, 
however, believe in making Woodlands’ needs known to God’s people so that if 
He chooses, He can connect hearts that have the desire and capacity to give 
with the opportunities and needs that exist. 
 
If you do feel led to help, following are three ways you can help advance God’s 
Kingdom through the ministry of Woodlands Camp… 
 
1. Pray – “The prayers of righteous people are powerful and effective”! 



2. Give once (either with a check in the enclosed envelope or online at 
woodlandscamp.org) to one of two key funds. Whether you prefer funding 
buildings and growth or paying for a needy child to attend camp, there are 
many opportunities to invest in God’s Kingdom at Woodlands: 
• Cabin CAMPaign snapshot: 

Ø Each of the two new cabins will sleep 48 campers, as well as provide 
much needed housing for 32 sponsors and summer staff members. 

• Scholarship Fund snapshot: 
Ø Lord willing, we hope to bring 250 underprivileged kids to camp on 

scholarship next summer. These campers can’t afford to come without 
the generous help of friends like you.  

3. Give monthly 
• Monthly Partner Program snapshot: 

Ø Monthly Partners are friends who commit to support Woodlands 
monthly for 18 months at either the $25, $50 or $100 level 

Ø All Monthly Partner donations will go toward our Cabin CAMPaign 
Ø Donations can be set up online at woodlandscamp.org and occur 

automatically each month for 18 months 
Ø Donations are debited monthly from a credit card or bank account 
Ø All donations within a calendar year will be itemized on a tax-

deductible receipt  that will be mailed at year-end 
Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is great enough to fulfill 
both. Thanks for being a part of what God is doing at Woodlands Camp! 
Together will make a significant impact for the Kingdom! 
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FOR MORE INFO… 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

• May 15-25  Training Camp 
• May 26-28  Pee-Wee Camp 
• May 30-June 3 Junior 1 
• June 6-10  Junior 2 & Day 1 
• June 13-17  Junior 3 & Day 2 
• June 20-24  Junior 4 & Day 3  
• June 27-July 2 Junior High 1 & X-Treme JH 1 
• July 4-9  Junior High 2 & X-Treme JH 2 
• July 11-16  Teen 1 & X-Treme 1 
• July 18-23  Teen 2 & X-Treme 2 
• July 25-30  Teen 3 & X-Treme 3 

 


