
Out of the Woods 
Volume 14, Number 2      Fall 2011 
 
[Front page, left column]  
OUR MISSION: to inspire & equip this generation to do justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with God. 
 
OUR VISION: to provide an UNFORGETTABLE camp experience where the 
presence of God drowns out the world and its influences. 
 
REGISTRATION INFO 
Online registration for Woodlands' 2012 Summer Camps will kick off on January 
7. More details will follow this fall. In the meantime, you can find our 2012 
summer schedule under What’s Happening or at woodlandscamp.org. 
 
FINANCIAL NEEDS SNAPSHOT 
Cabin Fund – $319,888 
Scholarship Fund – $45,723 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED  
Would you be willing to help send an underprivileged child to camp? If so, you 
can send a tax-deductible gift in the enclosed envelope or donate online at 
woodlandscamp.org. Your gift could change a life! 
 
A FEW GOOD MEN 
We’re looking for a few good men! If your company or your church has skilled 
laborers in the fields of excavation or construction, we can use your help. Please 
contact Bret Baker, our Director of Facilities, at bbaker@woodlandscamp.org. 
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PINE COVE – THE REST OF THE STORY 
Pine Cove, our new boys’ cabin, officially opened for business this summer. In 
its five weeks of use, it housed over 250 middle and high school campers. Some 
unbelievable stories of life change played out on its porches. After all of the 
challenges in getting it open, it was incredible to see it in action. But to look 
behind the scenes and see the backstory makes it nothing short of a miracle. 
 
In late May, we called the city to get a partial inspection so we could move staff 
into the upstairs. We didn’t plan to put campers downstairs until June 27. The 
city flagged us on a handful of things, but the biggest thing was that they said 
our building was only rated for 46 people. That seemed crazy as the building is 
10,000 square feet, but the powers that be stood firm. They said that according 
to code, the building needed 200 square feet per person. That seemed even 
crazier as we don’t know of a single camp in the country that does or even 
could could comply with that, but again they stood firm.  



 
On the recommendation of a developer friend, we appealed to the state. They 
said the process to get a variance takes about a month. We only had three 
weeks. So we got the process underway, believing that was the only bullet in 
our gun. A week into the process, I posted an urgent prayer request on the 
Woodlands Facebook page asking our friends to pray for favor from the state 
(see Nehemiah 1:11). The next morning, June 13, I received an email from a 
camper mom whose kids had just been at camp. She raved about their 
experience. She also said she had a connection in the Governor’s office and that 
she had passed along our prayer request to see if he could help. The next 
morning, we got a surprise call from the state fire marshal’s office stating our 
issue had been resolved and that we could fill the building to the occupant load 
we needed! We didn’t expect to hear anything for at least another week or 
more.  
 
A few days later, I got another note from the camper mom. Her email started 
with “Funny story…”. She then proceeded to tell me that just found out that her 
friend that had worked in the Governor’s office no longer worked for the 
Governor. Turns out, her contact, who was a close family friend and a Christian, 
was the Chief Deputy Commissioner over the State Fire Marshal's office!! God 
ended up putting our cause in the hands of the very man who could make a 
difference, and he did! 
 
So often in Scripture, God purposefully stacked the deck against Himself so that 
in the end, when He showed up and showed out, the glory could ONLY be 
attributed to Him. This was another one of those stories. Things seemed 
hopeless to us, but God was always in complete control. And in the end, He did 
what only He could do, and we were able to champion that in front of every 
staffer and camper throughout the rest of the summer. God, we’re grateful! 
 
 
OPEN HANDS, NOT CLENCHED FISTS 
In the spring edition of Out of the Woods, I wrote about the Bull’s-Eye we have 
for each of our summer campers. It’s a five-fold goal. Our definition for success. 
Our win. And we share it with each camper at the beginning of each week. 
 
One of the points of that Bull’s-Eye is to inspire and equip our campers to Give 
Generously. We want our campers to learn the joys of living life with open 
hands, not clenched fists. To learn that God’s desire for them is to hold loosely 
to earthly things. To learn that they are managers of the resources God has 
entrusted to them, not owners. So each week, we teach on Biblical giving, and 
they are given an opportunity to give a portion of their spending money to the 
Lord. They are not manipulated or cajoled…we simply ask them to ask God if He 
would have them to give, listen in their hearts for His response, then do what 
He says. Campers have given to underwrite Bible translation efforts. They have 
sent thousands of Bibles to parts of the world that are hostile to God’s Word.  



 
This summer, the cause centered around getting kids to camp who need to hear 
about Jesus. We partnered with a group of missionaries leading an expedition to 
run a camp on a remote island in the South Pacific that currently has little to no 
gospel witness. Our campers gave enough to pay for the whole trip! We also put 
Woodlands’ Scholarship Fund front and center. This fund enables at-risk kids 
from around North Georgia to attend Woodlands at little or no cost to them, 
experience an unforgettable week of camp and hear about Jesus. Our staff and 
campers gave enough to enable 50 underprivileged kids to attend camp next 
summer! 
 
All in all, our campers and staff gave a total of $16,739.89 of their spending 
money to a cause bigger than their own this summer. Bull’s-Eye!! 
 
 
HIGH POINTE 
Just days after completing Pine Cove, our facilities team jumped right into the 
construction of High Pointe. We had a big head start as the excavation was 
done, the basement was poured and the first floor was framed. Currently, the 
second floor framing is complete, the plumbing is rouhged-in, the roof is decked 
and the porches are being built. Lord willing, we hope to have High Pointe 
complete in early 2012, in plenty of time to fill it up with girls next summer! 
 
SUMMER REPORT 
Summer 2011 was incredible. It was our largest summer to date with a total of 
2,447 campers and our most spiritually fruitful summer to date with 262 
salvation decisions! As always, there were some amazing stories that unfolded, 
but maybe none so amazing as that of Candace. Candace was a teenage 
scholarship camper. Her parents abandoned her when she was small, and she 
has grown up bouncing from foster home to foster home. Admittedly, she had 
trust issues. Everyone who she was supposed to be able to trust had let her 
down. She was bitter and self-conscious that no one had ever adopted and 
loved her. She started hanging with the wrong crowd. In high school, she 
started dabbling in Satanism. She said she could hear voices in the night. They 
told her she was stupid, unworthy, unlovable. We were able to share Jesus with 
her. We shared from John 10:10 that the Enemy has one goal for her – 
destruction; but Jesus also has a goal for her – life. And she gets to choose 
which she wants to follow. In the end, she chose to follow Jesus! At the end of 
the week, we allowed campers to write a brief testimony on the wall of the 
dome on either side of the stage. Her testimony simply said, “Forever a 
DAUGHTER OF THE KING!” Candace, the girl nobody wanted to adopt finally 
found a family!! 
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YOU CAN HELP! 
Our mission statement says, “Woodlands exists to inspire and equip this 
generation to do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God.’” Period. Every 
project that we undertake helps to fulfill that mission. Every camp that we run 
helps to fulfill that mission. Every brochure and newsletter that is printed helps 
to fulfill that mission. Every dollar that is donated helps to fulfill that mission. 
The goals of evangelism, discipleship, leadership training and changing lives are 
at the core of everything that we do. 

We cannot, however, fulfill that mission alone. Our needs are great, and you 
can help! Now, fundraising is not a part of ministry that I cherish. I do, 
however, believe in making Woodlands’ needs known to God’s people so that if 
He chooses, He can connect hearts that have the desire and capacity to give 
with the opportunities and needs that exist. 
 
If you do feel led to help, following are three ways you can help advance God’s 
Kingdom through the ministry of Woodlands Camp… 
 
1. You can pray! – “The prayers of righteous people are powerful and 

effective”! Pray that God will give our men the physical and emotional energy 
to build a second cabin on the heels of completing the first one. Pray that 
God will provide all the resources needed to finish High Pointe in a timely 
fashion. Pray for safety. Pray for funding. Pray for wisdom in the details. 

2. You can give! With the increase in materials costs, as well as the myriad of 
new requirements imposed by our state and local officials, these cabins will 
end up costing nearly double what Timber Ridge and Lakewood cost just a 
few years ago. We need God’s people to give. 
• Give Once (either with a check in the enclosed envelope or online at 

woodlandscamp.org) to one of two key funds. Whether you prefer funding 
buildings and growth or paying for a needy child to attend camp, there 
are many opportunities to invest in God’s Kingdom at Woodlands: 
• Cabin CAMPaign (need $319,888): 

Ø High Pointe, our new girls’ cabin, will sleep 48 campers, as well as 
provide much needed housing for 32 sponsors and summer staff 
members. 

• Scholarship Fund (need $45,723): 
Ø Lord willing, we hope to bring 266 underprivileged kids to camp on 

scholarship next summer. These campers can’t afford to come 
without the generous help of friends like you.  

• Give Monthly 
• Monthly Partner Program snapshot: 

Ø Monthly Partners are friends who commit to support Woodlands 
monthly for 18 months at either the $25, $50 or $100 level 

Ø All Monthly Partner donations will go toward our Cabin CAMPaign 
Ø Donations can be set up online at woodlandscamp.org and occur 

automatically each month for 18 months 



Ø Donations are debited monthly from a credit card or bank account 
Ø All donations within a calendar year will be itemized on a tax-

deductible receipt that will be mailed at year-end 
3. You can help! If not for the help of several volunteer groups skilled in 

construction over the past year, we would not be where we are. If your 
company or your church has skilled laborers, we can use your help. 

 
Would you help us? Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is 
great enough to fulfill both. Thanks for being a part of what God is doing at 
Woodlands Camp! Together will make a significant impact for the Kingdom! 
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FOR MORE INFO… 
[Jon – in this section, put our contact info, but also put badges for 
facebook, twitter and vimeo.] 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
May 13-23   Training Camp 
May 24-26   Pee-Wee Camp 
May 28-June 1  Junior 1 
June 4-8   Junior 2 • Day 1 
June 11-15   Junior 3 • Day 2 
June 18-22   Junior 4 • Day 3 
June 25-30   Junior High 1 • Xtreme JH 1 
July 2-7   Junior High 2 • Xtreme JH 2 
July 9-14   Junior High 3 • Xtreme JH 3 
July 16-21   Teen 1 • Xtreme 1 
July 23-28   Teen 2 • Xtreme 2 
July 30-August 4  Teen 3 • Xtreme 3 
 


