
OUT OF THE  oods

1242 Old Blue Creek Rd.
Cleveland, GA 30528

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR 
CAMPS, FACILITIES OR MINISTRY,
PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

Woodlands Camp
1242 Old Blue Creek Road
Cleveland, GA 30528
Phone: 706.865.0853
Fax: 706.865.2316
Email: info@woodlandscamp.org
Web: www.woodlandscamp.org

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
May 15-25—Training Camp
May 26-28—Pee-Wee Camp
May 30-June 3—Junior 1
June 6-10—Junior 2 & Day 1
June 13-17—Junior 3 & Day 2
June 20-24—Junior 4 & Day 3 
June 27-July 2—Junior High 1 & X-Treme JH 1
July 4-9—Junior High 2 & X-Treme JH 2
July 11-16—Teen 1 & X-Treme 1
July 18-23—Teen 2 & X-Treme 2
July 25-30—Teen 3 & X-Treme 3

RECORD HIGHS THIS 
SUMMER
by Big Jon  

On the very first morning of the very first week of 

camp in Woodlands history during the summer of 

1998, I sat in my office and was frustrated and 

humbled. I had planned, hired and scheduled 

to pack the place to capacity (100 kids) for six 

weeks that summer. Now, as we stood on the 

precipice of launching into our first week, only 15 

kids had registered…and I had 10 counselors! 

Best camper to counselor ratio EVER, but…

That morning, God had a very clear message for 

my heart, and it was this… His measuring stick 

of success is not based on numbers. It is based 

on faithfulness. And if I could be faithful with 

15 campers, then He would entrust more down 

the road. That one-way conversation was a real 

defining moment for me. I left my office, walked 

into staff meeting and told them of the change of 

plans. Then I made them a promise - that if we 

as a staff would show these 15 kids the love of 

Christ in every moment of the week and if we 

would show these 15 kids the time of their lives, 

I promised these 15 kids would be back the next 

summer along with 15 friends. 

That summer, we didn’t have 600 kids attend 

over six weeks. We had about 50 kids attend 

over three weeks. But something changed inside 

of me. I moved the crosshairs from a desire to  

get big fast to a desire to simply be faithful to 

who God had called us to be, who God had 

called us to reach and how God had called us to 

reach them. And in doing so to leave the results 

up to Him.

Over the years, our desire to be faithful has 

grown stronger and stronger (although there have 

been plenty of missteps along the way), and with 

that, God has blessed with numbers that have 

grown bigger and bigger. We have seen growth 

from one summer to the next each and every 

year dating back to 1998, and even though last 

summer was pretty full, we are somehow going to 

continue that trend. As it stands right now, we will 

have somewhere just north of 3,200 kids attend 

our programs this summer, a 5% increase over 

2012 and an all-time record high! The numbers 

mean nothing, other than the fact that there are 

more potential lives to impact…and that FIRES 

US UP! 
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OUR MISSION:   
to inspire & equip this 
generation to do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly  
with God.

OUR VISION:    
to provide an  
UNFORGETTABLE camp 
experience where the 
presence of God drowns out 
the world and its influences.

REGISTRATION INFO    
Registration for Woodlands’ 
2013 Summer Camps 
opened in January. Most 
weeks are currently full with 
waiting lists (although there 
is limited availability in select 
weeks). If you have not yet 
registered and your desired 
week is showing full, please 
get on the waiting list ASAP 
as spots open up quite often 
due to cancellations or a 
change of plans. You can 
check current availability 
online at woodlandscamp.
org/availability.

FINANCIAL NEEDS 
SNAPSHOT    
Chapel CAMPaign – $403,120
Scholarship Fund – $12,765

SCHOLARSHIPS  
NEEDED     
Would you be willing 
to help send an at-risk, 
underprivileged child to 
camp? If so, you can mail a 
tax-deductible gift or donate 
online at woodlandscamp.
org. Your donation could 
change a life!

ONLINE TRADING POST     
Our 2013 line of Woodlands 
gear and apparel is available 
online at woodlandscamp.
org/shop. Check it out!
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XTREME MAKEOVER
For more than ten years, Woodlands’ Xtreme campers have laid 
their heads to rest at night inside large camping tents. While this 
has added elements of adventure to the program, there are some 
elements we can live without. Like late night dashes for shelter when 
heavy rains move through, leaving sleeping bags and luggage 
soaked. Like the stiff backs our counselors develop after sleeping on 
the hard ground for six straight weeks. 

So this spring, as Xtreme Camp is poised to make its single largest 
growth jump since its inception, the Xtreme site is going to get an 
Xtreme makeover. The tents will be replaced with shelters reminiscent 
of what you might find on the Appalachian Trail, only better. They 
will have an open feel but will have large shutters that can be closed 
for privacy and protection from the elements. They will have a twin 
bed for the counselor, which will be key as Xtreme Camp has now 
grown to nine full weeks. And the campers will sleep on parachute 
hammocks, which have become wildly popular with younger 
generations. 

Our plan is to have at least two shelters done for this summer and the 
other two finished by Summer 2014. When completed, we believe 
these shelters will not only add a layer of safety and security, but 
they will also be another key element in making the experience of 
our campers Xtremely unforgettable!

NEW BALL FIELDS  
TAKING SHAPE
Hey campers! As usual, there will be something new at Woodlands 
awaiting your arrival this summer! Last fall, we ripped out the 
old ball field that has been in place for every week of camp in 
Woodlands history. In its place, we built a field that will turn heads! 
It is 50% bigger than the old field with an underground drainage 
system, irrigation system, lights and Bermuda turf. As part of this 
project, we also built stairs up to the climbing tower, a gaga pit 
(might be the most unforgettable game of the summer!) and set the 
Eurobungy up to function like a ride at Six Flags.

But we’re not done! Later this summer, we will begin construction on 
a second field (down in the ravine) that will be 50% bigger than the 
first! When all is said and done, our athletic field space will have 
grown by six times! That means no more hikes down to the field 
below the dam. That means new and exciting cabin challenges like 
team handball. That means lots more unforgettable! And the greatest 
part is that the entire project was funded by the Unforgettable 
Fund (proceeds from the Trading Post which fund projects that are 
by nature…unforgettable!). So last summer’s t-shirts, slushies and 
mochas have been transformed into an incredible new attraction that 
will impact every camper this summer!

CHAPEL FUNDRAISING UNDERWAy
When the final dollar of fundraising arrived last December to pay off the new cabins, our attention immediately turned to the next project on the list – a 
new chapel. Lord willing, construction will begin in 2014 on a 450-seat chapel auditorium to be completed by Summer 2015. It will be situated kitty-
corner from the current chapel (near the maintenance building) and is slated to cost a half a million dollars.

The Chapel CAMPaign received its first major boost earlier this spring. On April 15, 76 golfers descended on Furman Golf Club in Greenville, SC for 
a benefit tournament. Our goal was to raise $30,000. When all was said and done, God provided nearly $50,000—10% of the entire project cost in 
one day!

Would you be willing to get behind this project? This is the building where the Gospel will be presented and God’s Word will be preached to 7,500+ 
campers and retreat guests each year. The eternal significance of this facility cannot be overstated!
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NEW TO THE TEAM
SCOTT SIMPSON, Director of Operations
Scott (originally from Winter Haven, FL) studied Operations 
Management at Bob Jones University, spent a dozen or so years 
in the business world and has served the past six years as Director 
of Operations at Camp Gilead in Polk City, FL. His wife Debi 
volunteered at Camp Gilead and served as a substitute teacher in 
the local public schools. Scott and Debi have three kids - Ani (13), 
Dale (11) and Kenny (9).

GEOFF FRIESNER, Guest Services Manager
Geoff (originally from Indianapolis, IN) has dual degrees from 
Liberty University - Worship & Music Studies and Communication. 
He served on summer staff at Woodlands during the summers of 
2009 and 2012, then interned here this off-season. He hasn’t found 
a wife but is currently looking.

NATHAN WATKINS, Foodservice Manager
Nathan (originally from Atlanta, GA) studied Marketing at the 
University of South Carolina where he captained their soccer team. 
After college, he joined Missionary Athletes International which 
entailed playing for the Charlotte Eagles professional soccer team, 
overseas deployment, sports ministry curriculum development, 
sports camp outreach, and more. For the last five years, Nate has 
worked for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department as an 
officer. Nathan is a long-time Woodlands guy. He helped Big Jon 
unload the moving truck the day Woodlands started in 1997 and 
served on staff here during the summers of 1997-98. His wife Jen 
also served with Missionary Athletes International where she and 
Nate met in Charlotte. She played for the Charlotte Lady Eagles 
and was recently inducted into the Azusa Pacific University Hall of 
Fame for her soccer career. Jen is a registered nurse and is in the 
process of completing the Advanced Discipleship Training program 
at Grace Life International. Nate and Jen have two girls - Abby (3) 
and Charlie (1).

yOU CAN HELP!
Our mission is “to inspire and equip this generation to do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly with God.” Period. Every project that 
  we undertake helps to fulfill that mission. Every   
  camp that we run helps to fulfill that mission. 
  Every newsletter that is printed helps to fulfill that 
  mission. Every dollar that is donated helps to 
  fulfill that mission. The goal of seeing lives 
transformed is at the core of everything that we do.

We cannot, however, fulfill that mission alone. Our needs are great, 
and you can help! Now, fundraising is not a part of ministry that I 
cherish. I do, however, believe in making Woodlands’ needs known 
to God’s people so that if He chooses, He can connect hearts that 
have the desire and capacity to give with the opportunities and 
needs that exist.

If you do feel led to help, following are three ways you can help 
advance God’s Kingdom through the ministry of Woodlands 
Camp…

1. Pray! – “The prayers of righteous people are powerful and 
effective”!

2. Give Once (either by mailing a check or online at  
woodlandscamp.org) to one of two key funds. Whether you prefer 
funding buildings and growth or paying for a needy child to attend 
camp, there are many opportunities to invest in God’s Kingdom at 
Woodlands:
•  Chapel CAMPaign snapshot:
    > Construction is set to start on a 450 seat chapel auditorium in  
    2014 to be completed by Summer 2015.
    > Need $403,120
•  Scholarship Fund snapshot:
    > Lord willing, we will bring 268 at-risk, underprivileged kids to 
    camp on scholarship this summer. These campers can’t afford to 
    come without the generous help of friends like you. 
    > Need $12,765 
3. Give Monthly
•  Monthly Partner Program snapshot:
    > Monthly Partners are friends who commit to support Woodlands 
    monthly for 18 months at either the $25, $50 or $100 level
    > All Monthly Partner donations will go toward our Cabin  
    CAMPaign
    > Donations can be set up online at woodlandscamp.org and  
    occur automatically each month for 18 months
    > Donations are debited monthly from a credit card or bank  
    account
    > All donations within a calendar year will be itemized on a tax- 
    deductible receipt that will be mailed at year-end

Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is great 
enough to fulfill both. Thanks for being a part of what God is doing 
at Woodlands Camp! Together, we will make a significant impact 
for the Kingdom!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?
May 19-29 Training Camp
May 30-June 1 Pee Wee Camp
June 3-7 Junior 1 / Xtreme Jr 1
June 10-14 Junior 2 / Xtreme Jr 2
June 17-21 Junior 3 / Xtreme Jr 3
June 24-29 JH 1 / Xtreme JH 1
July 1-6  JH 2 / Xtreme JH 2
July 8-13 JH 3 / Xtreme JH 3
July 15-20 Teen 1 / Xtreme Teen 1
July 22-27 Teen 2 / Xtreme Teen 2
July 29-Aug 3 Teen 3 / Xtreme Teen 3
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Woodlands Camp
1242 Old Blue Creek Road
Cleveland, GA 30528
Phone: 706.865.0853
Fax: 706.865.2316
Email: info@woodlandscamp.org
Web: www.woodlandscamp.org
Delicious

Facebook

Slash Dot

Reddit

Newsvine

Yahoo

Microsoft

App Store

Qik

Tumblr

Behance

Friendster

RSS

Flickr

MySpace

Mixx

FriendFeed

SlideShare

Yahoo Buzz

MSN

Amazon

Vimeo

WordPerss

Design Float

Bebo

Email

Twitter

StumbleUpon

Skype

YouTube

Google

Netvibes

Apple

Last.fm

Viddler

Blogger

Deviant Art

Squidoo

Retweet

Digg

Technorati

LinkedIn

Google Talk

AOL

MobileMe

Mister Wong

Virb

Posterous

Design Bump

Share This

Update #1

Update #2

Google Buzz

Ebay

Gowalla

Xing

Podcast

Button Red

Picasa

Feedburner

ICQ

Paypal

Button Blue

Button White

Bing

WordPress (blue)

Metacafe

Heart

Button Orange

Button Light Blue Button Yellow

Meetup

Drupal

Yelp

Star

Green

IconDock Foursquare

Identi.ca

Ember App

Hyves

Delicious

Facebook

Slash Dot

Reddit

Newsvine

Yahoo

Microsoft

App Store

Qik

Tumblr

Behance

Friendster

RSS

Flickr

MySpace

Mixx

FriendFeed

SlideShare

Yahoo Buzz

MSN

Amazon

Vimeo

WordPerss

Design Float

Bebo

Email

Twitter

StumbleUpon

Skype

YouTube

Google

Netvibes

Apple

Last.fm

Viddler

Blogger

Deviant Art

Squidoo

Retweet

Digg

Technorati

LinkedIn

Google Talk

AOL

MobileMe

Mister Wong

Virb

Posterous

Design Bump

Share This

Update #1

Update #2

Google Buzz

Ebay

Gowalla

Xing

Podcast

Button Red

Picasa

Feedburner

ICQ

Paypal

Button Blue

Button White

Bing

WordPress (blue)

Metacafe

Heart

Button Orange

Button Light Blue Button Yellow

Meetup

Drupal

Yelp

Star

Green

IconDock Foursquare

Identi.ca

Ember App

Hyves

Delicious

Facebook

Slash Dot

Reddit

Newsvine

Yahoo

Microsoft

App Store

Qik

Tumblr

Behance

Friendster

RSS

Flickr

MySpace

Mixx

FriendFeed

SlideShare

Yahoo Buzz

MSN

Amazon

Vimeo

WordPerss

Design Float

Bebo

Email

Twitter

StumbleUpon

Skype

YouTube

Google

Netvibes

Apple

Last.fm

Viddler

Blogger

Deviant Art

Squidoo

Retweet

Digg

Technorati

LinkedIn

Google Talk

AOL

MobileMe

Mister Wong

Virb

Posterous

Design Bump

Share This

Update #1

Update #2

Google Buzz

Ebay

Gowalla

Xing

Podcast

Button Red

Picasa

Feedburner

ICQ

Paypal

Button Blue

Button White

Bing

WordPress (blue)

Metacafe

Heart

Button Orange

Button Light Blue Button Yellow

Meetup

Drupal

Yelp

Star

Green

IconDock Foursquare

Identi.ca

Ember App

Hyves

THE WOODLANDS BULL’S-EyE
This is our hope and prayer for every camper 
that attends Woodlands…
1. To follow Jesus
2. To love God’s Word
3. To live responsibly
4. To give generously
5. To have the most  
unforgettable week  
of their life!


