
Leverage. The principle of leverage is used in many different contexts – from statistics to finances to physics. Of late, however, 
leverage has been running through my mind as it pertains to Woodlands Camp. For our purposes, I love the following definition – 
wisely using resources and opportunities to amplify potential impact.

God has entrusted to Woodlands significant resources and opportunities. We just completed our 16th consecutive summer of record 
numbers. Woodlands has grown from 50 campers in 1998 to 3,200 campers in 2013. God has given to Woodlands a platform to 
share Christ in an environment that is entirely unique in this generation. God has afforded Woodlands influence in families, churches 
and communities from south Florida to central Wisconsin and everywhere in between. God has blessed Woodlands with an 
incredible full time staff of 20 that swells to 80 during the summer months. God has allowed Woodlands to be one of the forward 
thinkers in an industry that is shrinking in size but growing in need. God has located Woodlands on an incredible piece of property 
in a great location with first class facilities.

God has indeed entrusted to Woodlands significant resources and opportunities. Our responsibility is to determine how to leverage 
those resources and opportunities to make much of Him. In other words, how do we wisely use what God has entrusted to us to 
amplify potential impact for eternity?

That kind of big picture thinking is central to the effectiveness of our ministry. And praise God, many of our friends, partners and 
supporters have that kind of big picture framework front and center, as well. Over the years, God has enabled us to run 25,000 
campers through our summer programs, tens of thousands of guests through our retreat center, nearly 2,500 at-risk kids through our 
scholarship program and build 75,000 square feet of building space. And none of that would have been possible had not countless 
people made the decision to leverage the resources available to them in a way that amplified potential impact. 

The remarkable thing is that as fast as we have grown, the bulk of that growth has not been built on the backs of major donors. God 
has certainly blessed from time to time with significant gifts, but the majority has come from ordinary people who offered what little 
they had—$50, $500 or $1,000 at a time—and like the loaves and fishes, watched God do something extraordinary with it.

As we approach year-end, would you consider joining our cause? We have two significant financial needs and would appreciate so 
much your prayerful consideration…

Chapel CAMPaign (need $378,708)
• Lord willing, we will begin construction on a 500 seat chapel auditorium in August 2014. This is the building where the Gospel 
will be presented and God’s Word will be preached to 8,000+ campers and retreat guests each year. The eternal significance of 
this facility cannot be overstated!

Scholarship Fund (need $62,120)
• This fund financially enables at-risk kids to attend camp, experience an unforgettable week and hear about Jesus. We hope to 
bring 258 underprivileged kids to Woodlands on scholarship next summer. In the past 16 years, 2,423 campers have attended 
Woodlands on scholarship, and of those, nearly 400 have trusted Christ as Savior!

If you’re reading this and have no financial capacity to give, I would be so very grateful if you would be willing to pray for us. After 
all, the prayers of God’s people are powerful and effective!

If, however, you are reading this and feel led to leverage your finances to play a part in what God is doing here at Woodlands, 
would you be willing to simply ask the Lord what that looks like, then do as He leads?

In a culture where the noise of technology, the drama of broken relationships and the effects of sin are prevalent, I am convinced 
more than ever of the importance of what God has called us to do. 

Our needs are great, our vision is greater and our God is great enough to fulfill both. Thank you for being a part of what God is 
doing at Woodlands Camp! Together we will make a significant impact for the Kingdom!

Merry Christmas, my friend! I hope you and your family have the most blessed, unforgettable holiday season ever!
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