
I spent this morning reading through stories from this summer about what God did in the lives of our campers and staff. Doing so, especially 
when the craziness of life and ministry seems overwhelming, helps me to keep my eye on the ball as to why we do what we do.

Common themes kept popping up. Things like, “Unforgettable!”; “Best week of my life”; “My counselor was incredible!”; “I have read my 
Bible every day since camp”; and “I got saved!”! But maybe my favorite story was a letter from a mom. In it, she said…

“I had tears in my eyes as I left camp with my child who went to Woodlands a self-proclaimed atheist and came back “open” and 
wanting to learn more and telling me there is “a lot of evidence for God”... Know that your mission was fulfilled. What is further evidence 
of the amazing things you are doing is that he wasn’t afraid to tell his fellow campers of his beliefs (or lack of beliefs), knowing that he 
wouldn’t be judged. This is evangelism in its truest and best form!!”

WOW!

In a world where faith is challenged and the noise and influence of culture is deafening in the heads and hearts of kids, camp is vital. 
Camp is a place where campers can disconnect from the devices that try to rule their world. Camp is a place where they are safely 
nudged out of their comfort zone. Camp is a place where they are accepted and invested in. Camp is a place where they can establish 
rhythms of reading and memorizing God’s Word. Camp is a place where they hear of God’s free gift of salvation and are given every 
opportunity to decide for themselves to accept it with no pressure to do so. Camp is a place where they can have the best week of their life!

In 2018, 4,062 kids attended summer camp at Woodlands, including 311 at-risk, scholarship campers. 98,357 Bible verses were 
memorized, and most importantly, 311 elementary, middle, and high school students made the decision for themselves to accept God’s 
free gift of salvation! Zooming back, nearly 50,000 campers and 100,000 retreat guests have attended Woodlands since 1997 with 
thousands having come to know Jesus and tens of thousands having taken a step in their relationship with Him! 

Looking forward, God is leading us to grow our capacity for influence. Way more kids want to attend camp than we have the ability to 
accommodate. In fact, the summer sold out this year in nine minutes, and 1,500 kids ended up on waiting lists. To grow, however, we 
need your help.

Asking for money can be a little awkward, so I’ll get straight to the point: as we approach the end of 2018, we humbly ask you to 
include Woodlands in your year-end giving.

In asking you to give to Woodlands, we will not ask you to fund our operations. It has been 13 years since a single donated dollar has 
been used to pay the bills. We do, however, have two significant needs, both of which directly impact kids.

Building Fund
• In the next five years, we will build a second camp, costing $20 million. When completed, it will enable 4,000 additional 

campers to attend Woodlands each summer. The first two buildings are currently under construction: The Lodge and The 
Commons. The Lodge will feature 30 hotel rooms and a conference center, and The Commons will include a cafeteria, 
commercial kitchen, healthcare clinic, and offices. Both are crucial in helping us to do what we do better.

Scholarship Fund
• This fund financially enables at-risk kids to attend camp, experience an unforgettable week and hear about Jesus. Lord willing, 

nearly 450 underprivileged kids will come to camp on scholarship next summer. Since 1998, 3,916 campers have attended 
Woodlands on scholarship, and of those, 587 have trusted Jesus as Savior!

Camp is an investment. Today’s elementary, middle, and high school students are tomorrow’s spouses, parents, leaders, and influencers. Your 
generosity over the past 22 years has been vital to our growth and the impact God has allowed us to have on our campers. Your generosity 
going forward will help us inspire and equip countless kids for generations to come to follow Jesus and love God’s Word. Thank you!

Merry Christmas, my friend! I hope you and your family have the most blessed, unforgettable holiday season ever!

For the KING,

Merry Christmas!


